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§ 04 Peloponesian War 431-404BC

The first years of the Peloponnesian war are known as the Archidamian War (431 - 421
BQO), after Sparta's king a7 28T Archidamus 1T °
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In 427 BCE, Nicias led an Athenian campaign against Minoa(>EE5 00 E5), an island close
to Megara(Z2f[14i1) opposite Salamis.

The Megarians had fortified the island and used it as a base from which to harass(5&#E)
Athenian shipping.

Nicias conquered the island within a few days and garrisoned(5%5F )it.

The following year, he led a force of 60 ships and 2,000 hoplites(EE#E4 1) against the
island of MelosCEEEHTE) but failed to capture the island after devastating their land.

His fleet then raided (B€#2)Theban and Locrian territory before returning to Athens.

In 425 BCE, Cleon attacked Nicias for his over-cautious approach G s 1EAY £ and
announced that Athens could capture Pylos(57;&HT) from the Spartans if they only had
more daring generals.

Nicias then declined to lead the attack on Pylos and suggested that Cleon go instead.

The assembly(&:#) agreed and Cleon, with the assistance of Demosthenes, defeated and
captured the Spartan force at Pylos.

Nicias instead led another large fleet(fE[3%), this time containing 80 ships, against the
territory of Corinth(FFARHET).



The Athenians defeated a Corinthian army on land but then retreated to their ships as
Corinthian reinforcements(Fg & S5 arrived.

They then landed at and fortified a peninsular close to Epidaurus, before returning to
Athens.

In 424 BCE, Nicias led his most significant campaign to date, commanding a fleet of 60
ships against the island of Cythera(ZEPEHIE).

Cythera lies just off the southern Peloponnesian coast and was an important Spartan
trading post.

After a brief campaign, Nicias captured Cythera, which then became a useful Athenian
base for further raids against Spartan territory on the mainland.

§ 05 peace f Nicias

In 422 BCE, Cleon was killed by Brasidas, and Nicias argued that it was time to make
peace with Sparta.

With Brasidas also killed in the battle, the most influential pro-war voices on both sides
were no longer a hindrance to the peace-makers.

According to Thucydides, Nicias' motives were largely selfish.
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A peace agreement was reached in the spring of 421 BCE, and it was agreed that each side
would give back most of 1ts conquests and all of its prisoners.

However, key Spartan allies (254 )such as Corinth(F}FAHT) and Thebes(JEEEEHT) rejected
the agreement, as did the cities 1n northern Greece which had recently revolted from the
Athenian Empire.

Sparta and Athens then formed an alliance; however, their mutual suspicion ({R7JFEHYSE
5%)was not dispelled.



Although they did not directly attack each other for the next six years, Thucydides reports
that the "unstable armistice({£8X177:#) did not prevent either party doing the other serious
mjury" (The Peloponnesian War, 5.25).

Alcibiades opposed the Peace of Nicias and attempted to restart the Peloponnesian War in
the years following its ratification(}££5).
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This led to an increasingly bitter rivalry G s 5+) with Nicias.

In an attempt to resolve the political feuding(BU &), it was decided to hold a vote of
ostracism(FE R EE), following which it was expected that either Alcibiades or Nicias
would be banished(jitJi¥) for ten years, during which their opponent would have a chance
to steer(3£#2%) Athenian policy.

However, Alcibiades and Nicias joined forces and ensured instead that the demagogue(3
B Hyperbolus was ostracised (this was the last time that the institution of ostracism
was used at Athens).
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The History of the War

TSR sE R/ Nicias
Battle of Pylos 425BCSyracuse Aegospotami
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